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up. She was a silly, mischievous old woman, but not disloyal to the
country.
I then saw Sir Ernley Blackwell, who read me his memorandum
to the Cabinet on the execution of Casement.* It was very well
written. He had incorporated in it all the information that I had
collected and which was circulated on Wednesday. The waverers
accepted the position that the law was to take its course, but on
Thursday, Lord Crewe circulated a letter from Eva Gore Booth,
Countess Markievicz's sister, alleging that Casement's object in coming
over was to stop the rebellion. Blackwell confessed that he did not
know, with such a weak Cabinet, what the result would be.
Rex Benson, now Intelligence Officer in Ireland, came over to ask
me for advice as to what to say to Asquith, who had asked him to
come over from Ireland and meet him at his father's (Robin Benson)
house in the country. Rex Benson told me that Maxwell's leniency
in Ireland was now a great danger, A sentry was shot in Dublin
on the 8th, and men were strutting about the streets in Sinn Fein
badges, which a shop was allowed to sell openly. In spite of the press
censorship, a rebel paper freshly started was being sold, and the Sinn
Fein was gaining hundreds of recruits daily. At the same time, he
thought that a division from Ireland could safely be sent to France.
There are too many troops in Ireland at the moment.
I proposed to the Cabinet that no foreigner or British subject who
had returned to this country within the last six months should be
allowed into Ireland without a permit: the permits to be issued at
the Permit Office. This would meet the case of the Irish-American
agitation.
July 26. An airman named Stephanoff landed here to-day on his way
to Russia. He is a Czech Nationalist, and an astronomer as well as an
airman, with an almost uncanny knowledge of the upper air. He
was in Serbia during the second invasion. Stephanoff was wounded
and was taken to Italy. The Italians fired on their plane, taking them
for Germans. From Italy they went to Paris, where Stephanoff was
operated on. He then went into the Paris Observatory. He is gifted
with very long sight and knows a great deal about the currents of
the upper air. When he recovered, the French sent him to advise the
* See June 29 and July 4.